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Dear Colleague

Did you know GCSE assessment is getting tougher from September? The changes, which are across all specifications, have been imposed by OFQUAL after widespread criticisms that Science GCSE’s were too easy. Consequently, many Heads of Science are worried about the grade implications for C/D students, who may well struggle with the level of skill now demanded. 

We are writing to you, as user of ‘upd8’, a project from the Centre for Science Education and ASE which has always subscribed to skills development. We believe that the assessment changes are a wake up call to invest in skills, to protect grades.

If you look at the new controlled assessment, many more of the marks are now hard won. To get a C grade, students need to show more fluency in scientific enquiry skills like justifying planning decisions, and explaining how evidence supports a conclusion. In the written exam, there will be a new criterion of 'quality of written communication', more questions set in unfamiliar contexts, and the need to write 6 mark explanations and balanced arguments. Overall significantly more of a student’s final percentage and grade will depend on skills performance than on knowledge.

How can schools ensure that grades don’t slip as a result of the changes? The tactic of more practising assessments is not likely to be effective. Research indicates that better skills performance depends on a systematic teaching approach.

upd8 consulted with schools on such an approach, and came up with a solution that addresses all the changes, yet can be integrate into an existing scheme of work. ‘Crucial’ teaches all the fundamental skills underlying successful performance, it also covers the 10% new content in each specification. It is targeted specifically at the needs of C/D students, both in terms of accessibility and support, and in motivation to learn. All the materials and assessment practice have been fully trialled to help teachers deliver outstanding lessons. 

By covering all the new content in the spec, and the assessed skills, Crucial provides a simple and affordable solution to the problem of GCSE 2011. We are not for profit publishing and the pricing covers development costs.  We believe GCSE 2011 will be seen as a step change in assessment rigour, which favours schools who take skills seriously. 
For more detail about how ‘Crucial’ can help GCSE success, see the website: www.upd8.org.uk/crucial
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